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United States Department of State 

c I flfi 


Washington, D.C. 20520 / \ 



The Honorable Sam Colman 
New York State Assembly 
Albany, New York 12248 


OCT 2 8 1985 
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Dear Mr. Colman:. 


O o' 


I am replying further to your August 30 letter to 
President Reagan regarding Raoul Wallenberg. 


-The President/ the Department of State, and Congress share 
v a strong concern about the fate of Mr. Wallenberg. The U.S. 
Government takes every opportunity to make this concern known — 
to the Soviet authorities. I 
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. : Reflecting U.S, interest in this case. President Reagan 

Signed into 1 aw in October 1983 a bill conferring honorary U.S. 
* ditiKenshiji Upon Raoul Wallenberg. Honoring Mr. Wallenberg in 
fashion was an important symbolic act. It has made the 
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Soviets abd/the rest of the world aware of our great admiration^ 


• ‘"^.^by^the Soviet Governme 

• (1 : V y ,•*$;. ; ; V/’j 


feis courage and dedication to humanity. In addition, it 

abhorrence for his unjust and illegal punishment ~ 
Government . 

. ’/v . . 

further our dedication to resolve the mystery- 
' df; .^^^^lenberg's^fafe, 'we raised his case with the Soviets f 
1 v ; • he was made an honorary cit- 
. To date, the Soviets have not responded. However, our 
•' *••*■•* **- roystery of Mr. Wallenberg's fate 

Continue until^he, Soviets provide a full and satisfactory 
Of the it actions in his case. 
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pressedJOut efforts "both in bilateral meetings and 
forums:/ such as the Conference on Security and 
Cooper at l on %ti £ur o£e . < CSCE ) Review Meeting in Madrid and the 
tJW Sights cbftimlss ion . In 1982, the U. S . Represent at ive 

to tJN Human Rights Commission urged the Soviet Union to 

*• a . humanitarian gesture which would contribute to univer- 
eleiing, ' namely a renewed search and full report, 
may ?ley questions, to rest; or else in the best of all 

Result in the discovery of the whereabouts 
; 6^::stands the heroes of our time.” At a 
^-^Sbruary ... session’. of’ the Commission, the U.S. Alternate 

: / ,^fepr esent atlvd ' aga in raised the issue of Raoul Wallenberg, whom 
-• v'- 4 fie; ? te r med V’one , of the genuine heroes of World War IX, and one 
.pi 'v the war ,?•-& most noble spirits.” He suggested the UN Human 
‘Rights Commission’s Working Group on Disappearances be auth- 
orized td “make a renewed . search- and a-full report” on the 
‘case, 1 
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We continue to work closely with the Swedish Government to 
investigate reports alleging that Mr. Wallenberg might still be 
alive. Thus far, we have been unable to substantiate this 
information. Nevertheless, we will maintain a cooperative 
effort with the Swedish Government and other interested parties 
to seek information that will clarify the fate of this brave 
man. 


On January 17, 1985, President Reagan issued a statement 
to mark the fortieth anniversary of Raoul Wallenberg's disap- 
pearance and to commemorate M his heroic deeds in saving thous- 
^ lands . of Hungarian Jews." In his statement, the President said, 
"WOwill continue to insist that the Soviet Union has a moral 
obligation to answer, once and for all, the questions we have 
about bis fate." 
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As we prepare for the November meeting between President 
^Reagan and , Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev, we appreciate 
, ; ^ypur views on this important issue. 
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Sincerely, 
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. ie H. Plank 

OirectSr, Intergovernmental Affairs 
Office of Legislative and 
intergovernmental Affairs 





